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Son tit-east, 01% in the narrow channel, from the South-
west. There is a similar change on the east coast of
Australia., which is shown with sufficient distinctness
by a comparison of the numbers of equatorial and
polar winds observed in the different seasons,, although
the unsteady nature of the winds of the western part
of the South Pacific renders it less strongly marked
there than in other places.

c And wherever this alternation is found, the winter
or polar wind, is for the most part a steady, pleasant
breeze, freshening at times into a moderate gale,
accompanied by fine clear weather; the summer, or
equatorial wind, blows fitfully and in squalls, is un-
pleasantly sultry and moist, is accompanied by heavy
rain, thunder and lightning, and is frequently inter-
rupted by the most violent storms of which we have
any knowledge.

'The Basin of India and the Indian Ocean north
of the Line is distinguished from the other great basins
which we have just been considering, by the fact that
this alternation of winds is experienced ovei its whole
area. The Polar or Northerly wind blows during the
winter ; in places with very marked Easting, as on the
coast of Arabia ; in places with very marked Westing,
as in the plains of India and in the valley of the
Ganges : and in some places, as on the Malabar and
Coronaandel coasts, the Northing itself is the most
marked feature of the direction; but everywhere it
blows steadily and brings fine weather. The wind of
summer, which, with a similar variation of direction in
the different parts of the basin, is for the most part a
wind from the South, has all the disagreeable qualities
of the other summer equatorial winds which have just